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Steven Garfinkel is a Senior Vice President and the Senior Program Manager for Global Investigations where he 

manages policy and assists with high profile and sensitive matters.  He has been with Citigroup since February 

2014. 

Prior to joining Citi, Mr. Garfinkel spent over three years at the consulting firm Stroz Friedberg where he was a 

Vice President responsible for internal investigations, intelligence and due diligence, forensic accounting, asset 

tracing and special masters and monitoring assignments.  Clients included multi-national corporations, 

governmental entities and high net worth individuals. 

Much of Mr. Garfinkel’s expertise in investigations was developed during a 21 year career as a Special Agent 

with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”).   His entire career at the FBI was devoted to investigating white 

collar crime in the New York branch office, starting in 1989 as an agent assigned to the Wire and Bank Fraud 

Squads.  In 1990, he was transferred to the Internal Bank Fraud squad where he developed an expertise in the 

investigation of crimes committed by insiders against the financial institutions where they were employed.   

In 1996, he became a founding member of the FBI’s Computer Crime Squad in New York City. While there he 

directed one of the first international cyber investigations in the Vladimir Levin/Citibank case resulting in the 

successful prosecution of individuals in multiple international jurisdictions. The following year, Mr. Garfinkel was 

named Supervisor of the Internal Bank Fraud and Money Laundering Squad, where he distinguished himself by 

directing complex fraud investigations that led to dozens of convictions.  After the events of 9/11, Mr. Garfinkel 

became actively involved in supervising terrorist financing cases, working with the Federal Reserve and Treasury 

Department to develop the first screening mechanisms for tracing terrorist funds.   

In 2002, Mr. Garfinkel was appointed the Supervisor of all fraud and public corruption cases in the White Plains, 

New York Resident Agency. In that capacity he lead the investigation of financial crimes and public corruption 

cases, effectively resolving high-profile, high-dollar cases, such as the Bayou Hedge Fund fraud and the Andrew 

Kissel mortgage fraud scheme, plus numerous cases involving bribery of public officials.   

Mr. Garfinkel’s final assignment in the FBI was to the Asset Forfeiture Squad, where he directed the FBI’s 

investigation into the recovery of assets in the Bernard Madoff case – notably the largest Ponzi scheme in 

history. 

On top of his investigative duties, Mr. Garfinkel has taught courses on bank fraud, money laundering, computer 

crime, identity theft, and other types of white collar crime investigations at esteemed institutions, such as the 

FBI Academy in Virginia, the International Law Enforcement Academy in Budapest and foreign training facilities 

around the world.  He has also presented at AICPA events including the Annual Forensic Accounting Conference.  

In addition to being a CPA and a Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist, he is certified in Financial Forensics 

by the AICPA. Mr. Garfinkel holds a Masters of Business Administration from Michigan State University and a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo. 


